Thatcham Festival 2025 Feedback - Public

Had you been to any Thatcham Festival events before this year?

43 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Not sure

Which event(s) did you attend? You can select as many as you like.

42 responses

Beating the Bounds Talk{—0 (0%)
Thatcham Comedy Club 4 (9.5%)
Thatcham Art Exhibition 8 (19%)
Thatcham Memorial Class... 5 (11.9%)
Thatcham Scale Model Sh... 5 (11.9%)
Organ Gala & Cream Tea 2 (4.8%)
Storytime with Fiona Barker|—0 (0%)
Storytime Draw-a-long wit... 1 (2.4%)
The Big Thatcham Fest Off 6 (14.3%)
Soldiers of Thatcham 2 (4.8%)
Thatcham Board Game Club{—0 (0%)
Thatcham Thrives Dance... 10 (23.8%
Incantata Concert of Musi... 2 (4.8%)
Beeswax Candle Making 4 (9.5%)
Art Workshop - Painta Ba... 1 (2.4%)
Museum Family Craft Wor...[—0 (0%)
Jesus The Evidence 3 (7.1%)
Bouzouki Bellows 3 (7.1%)
Thatcham, Around and Ab. .. 6 (14.3%)
Meditative Sound Bath 3 (7.1%)
Author Talk with Cara Hunter 7 (16.7%)
Film Screening of 2040 5 (11.9%)
Thatcham U3a - Open Aft... 2 (4.8%)
Thatcham Unplugged 6 (14.3%)
Astronomy Evening 3 (7.1%)
Newbury Pride in Thatcha...{—0 (0%)
Leisure and Craft Fair 9 (21.4%)
Have a Go at Handbell Ri...| 0 (0%)
Thatcham Then and Now... 2 (4.8%)
Photography Exhibition 5 (11.9%)
Diwali Market 6 (14.3%)
Retro Computer and Gam... 2 (4.8%)
KATS Perform 6 (14.3%)
Nature Discovery Centre...|—0 (0%)
Getting to know the Birds i...{—0 (0%)
Blue Plaque Unveiling 2 (4.8%)
Be a Radio Presenter 1 (2.4%)
Thatcham Festival Finale... 4 (9.5%)
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Briefly let us know your thoughts about the events you attended, what you liked and
how it compared with previous years. (40 responses)

All interesting and informative

both excellent. As always showing tremendous talent in our community.
Amazing performances especially from Dance with Sonia Brown . Well directed,
looking forward to to next years dance gala.

Some bits are a bit 'same-y' one year to the next... but are still worth going to
because they are fun. | personally really enjoyed Bouzouki Bellows and the scale
model show

It was a really fascinating evening, with very engaging speakers

All good events

| enjoyed watching the Thatcham festival finale, my child performed with his
school choir. However we was not warned of the evenings schedule. Having said
that, | and a few other parents who attended to watch our children felt it was a
little long for them to sit through - especially as they only performed 2 short
songs out of the whole evening. While | agree the brass band were good,
unfortunately they aren't something I'd book to go and see. Maybe shortening
future events or adding additional singers/artists etc to it would make the
evening much more enjoyable.

The Fest Off was brilliant, there was a great atmosphere and the acts were really
engaging the crowds. The astronomy evening seemed well attended and was fun,
shame the clouds didn’t play ball.

Really enjoyed it. Reasonably priced as well so we were able to try a few things.
Would definitely book other events next time. A great event for Thatcham.
Thatcham has an amazing amount of dance talent, both young and old. A very
well produced show.

This year | went to more events than ever before. | made a list of things | wanted
to do before the festival started and noted them in my diary and on my calendar. |
brought a lot of my Christmas gifts at the Leisure and Craft Fair at St Mary’s
church.

| loved the Dance Show. The co-ordinator, Sonia Brown, did a fantastic job of
pulling everything together.

well organised and great events, delivered what expected

it was good

Last year was so much better

We wanted to incorporate the classic car show with the evening entertainmentin
the high street. We arrived at the car show at 3pm to find most of the cars were
leaving. It was a shame as it was advertised until 4, so sadly we missed out.
Very enjoyable and great fun.



Very good events and good to know that so much is available in the town

This was the first event | have attended and | really enjoyed it! | have connected
with Cara Hunter online over recent years and am fortunate to receive proof
copies of her books, so it was great to hear her speak about her books, the ideas,
writing style etc and finally meet her! The library officer who interviewed her was
fantastic too - allin all a fabulous event and | hope to attend more author talks in
the future.

Fest Off was fabulous. Gets better every year! The music was much louder than
the singers on the main stage at times but tech in the high streetisn’t easy. Kats
perform was amazing as always, they are always brilliant! Unplugged - name a
little misleading, lots of tech issues which nobody really seemed to know how to
fix, disco lights detracted from the feeling of the evening and it went on too late
Cara Hunter / excellent talk.

Absolutely brilliant. Didn’t know about this before but will definitely go again in
future

| exhibit my classic car at the car show. A good turnout this year. I’'ve enjoyed all
the events | attended

It was a very good evening

Really enjoyed this years festival so much to do for all ages. Loved the candle
making, authors talk, history and musical events

| love attending the Kats performance

Really enjoyed the event

All very good

| was a member of incantata so sang in it. | really enjoyed both events.

Enjoyed all the events and larger venues needed for Comedy, Around and About
Engaging, fun and informative

Excellent

Great to see the diversity of the performances and dancers.

First time that I've attended a sound bath. Thoroughly enjoyed it

The author talks are great; the first with a non-fiction crime author was the best!
| loved the art exhibition this year and in the past years. 2040 film was just what |
wanted to see, but | was not well enough to stay awake through it! Jesus the
evidence..... GOOD.

New options

It was a brilliant display of local talent we have.

The 2040 screening was a nice, positive idea to help raise green initiatives that
are working and that could be adopted. We attended the 7pm screening which
was a quieter crowd but it was really interesting to hear what is going on in our
local area.



In a few words can you tell us what Thatcham Festival means to you.37

responses

Community spirit

A good Showcase of clubs and organisations being held in Thatcham plus
interesting additions such as Author talks etc.

A chance to celebrate together our talents.

Bringing local people together.

A chance to celebrate Thatcham and all the diverse things locals get up to.

a great opportunity to learn new things

Important for the community - always lots of interesting things to see and do
An opportunity for the community to engage and celebrate together in various
ways

It brings the community together. Gives the opportunity for people who can’t
afford expensive workshops and don’t have transportation to be able to walk to
an event. This hopefully could create new friends and interests.

Not sure as this is the first event | have been to.

I think it’s a good thing that brings a lot of us together. So much of it is free, which
is good. Thanks to everyone who gave time, money and expertise.

An opportunity to appreciate all the local talent and diversity of people in the
local area.

bringing together the community

it’s an evening out

Celebrating your home town

A thing to look forward too for local entertainment

A fantastic chance to see what people are up to in Thatcham and to see how
amazing the town is.

Consolidation of community.

It’s lovely, at the fest-off in particular | saw so many people | haven’t seen for a
long time. It’s a really great community event.

It’s a must that it continues to bring the residents together

I thinkitis a brilliant event

community

Test

Something to look forward to in the autumn and seeing everyone out and about
in Thatcham

Celebrating Thatcham

Awareness of everything locally you can partake in.

Itis an important part of Thatcham.

great to get engagement with Thatcham which many feel is a derogatory place.



e Community

e Agreat community experience

e Chance to try new things

e Community, bringing people together to celebrate interests

e Community and friendship.

e |t's very different cultures they do celebrate

e Inclusivity and Talent Grooming

e |ts away to bring community together over a number of different causes and
activities.

How easy did you find booking tickets for Thatcham Festival?
43 responses
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Overall, how would you rate the events within Thatcham Festival
43 responses
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Did you feel the events you attended in Thatcham Festival were good value for money?

43 responses
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How likely are you to recommend a future Thatcham Festival event to a friend?
43 responses

40
34 (79.1%
30 ( )
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7 (16.3%)

0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Any additional comments or ideas for future events you would like to see included
in Thatcham Festival? (17 responses)

e More sessions / activities for adults, More concerts / music.

e Maybe connect with more of the local schools and sports teams to drive
attendance. We knew a lot of people that didn’t know what was on and when

e Slightissue. The Ticketpass online ticket for the Unplugged and Brass Band
Finale displayed the wrong end time. We thought unplugged was for two hours. It
was actually 3 and a half! Finale said 1 and a half but was 2 and a half. If you
were organising taxis, buses or lifts - this might cause a problem.

e The food availability at the main festival was poor. No plant based food available
yet last year there was a plant based stall.



More author talks please - even outside of the festival

More author talks please

There’s already so much choice!

Keep it simple and enjoyable

| would have attended more events butillness and holiday stopped my plans
For future events | would like to see more craft sessions for example badge
making, painting glass, tie dye and paper craft. Maybe cookery demonstrations.
Chocolate making, a discussion about chocolate then making say 4 chocolates
to take home. A dance class where you can have a go

I wanted to buy a programme for my daughter to keep as she was dancing at
Thatcham Thrives, but they were all sold out - can | get a copy please?

It would be good to include local schools in the events

Didn't know about all the activities until this survey.

More author talks

I think it would be useful to promote the event nearer the time- flyer through the
door or something similar so that it keeps thing fresh in peoples mind. | think
taster sessions for sports at Henwick sports field could be beneficial and help
locals get fit and active. This could be in netball, hockey, tennis or anything that
is played at Henwick. Maybe the Everyone Active Gym could open its doors for a
morning at the cost of £5 so people can try out squash-/badminton/ have a
swim. We need to be more active as a nation for our health.

In what places had you seen adverts for Thatcham Festival

42 responses

Banners in Thatcham Town...
Posters in shops

Posts on Facebook

Advert in a newspapper

Word of mouth/Friends and...
Brochures/Flyers in shops
Brochures/Flyers in village h...
Thatcham Town Council web...
flyer in Arlington Arts

Didnt see any at all. Was onl...
Thatcham Town Newsletter
newsletter through door
Leaflet in the post

The Thatcham Town Council...

10 (23.8%)

5 (11.9%)
17 (40.5%)

20 (47.6%)
15 (35.7%)
13 (31%)

1 (2.4%)
1 (2.4%)
1(2.4%)
1 (2.4%)
1 (2.4%)
1 (2.4%)




