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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the  

Heritage Working Party 
held on 30th September 2025 at 19:00hrs 

in the Thatcham Town Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 

 
 
Present:            Nathan Gregory (Chairman) 

  Councillor Mark Thomas 
  Sue Ellis, Fiona Hockedy and Dr Nick Young (Vice - Chairman) 

 
In attendance:   Sarah Newman (Events Manager) and Dominique Culley (Events Officer) 
   
HWP/2025/34 APOLOGIES  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mike Cole, Mark 
Lillycrop and Owen Jeffery and Roy Tubb 

 
HWP/2025/35 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 No declaration of interests declared.  

Awaiting the Declaration of Interest form from Nathan Gregory 
 
HWP/2025/36 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2025, having been 

previously circulated, be taken as read, confirmed, and signed as an 
accurate record.  
 

HWP/2025/37 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
RESOLVED There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 

 
HWP/2025/38 BLUE PLAQUE 2025  

i) The 2025 Blue Plaque was displayed. The Working Party agreed that 
the plaque was exceptional.  

ii) It was reconfirmed that the A frame board would be used for the 
unveiling. Sue Ellis to provide blue curtain. Refreshments served in 
Moorside afterwards before a talk by Dr Nick Young which will take 
place in the small hall.  

iii) An invitation has been sent to the Royal Logistics Core and Royal 
Ordnance Core from which an overwhelming response has been 
received. Attendees from these Core’s have been advised at 42 
including 11 wheelchair users. The occupancy limit of the small hall 
has been confirmed at 100, leaving approximately 50 spaces for the 
general pubic. Guest of honor will be Lieutenant General Sir Mark 
Poffley. A reserved car park will be required. There will be two 
standard bearers from the RRC and Berks, Hants and Surrey. RRC 
to provide free use of materials in return for credit.  

iv) Blue plaque leaflets and proposal forms to be available. Press to be 
invited.  

 
 
HWP/2025/39   PROPOSALS FOR 2026 AND BEYOND   

i) The Events Officer thanked the Working Party for their contributions 
to the blue plaque videos, discussing their success with the 
engagement of the community. Nathan Gregory thanked Thatcham 
Town Council staff for their assistance on this project.  

ii)  
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HWP/2025/39   PROPOSALS FOR 2026 AND BEYOND (cont)  
 

iii) The engagement data was reviewed with the high interaction figures 
highlighted. The project was agreed to be a success.  It was 
mentioned that two videos had been removed from YouTube which 
will be investigated.  

iv) Nomination forms and blue plaque leaflets to be dropped off at the 
library ahead of the festival workshop.   

v) The proposal process was explained and discussed. It was agreed 
that the shortlisted plaques would be promoted on social media 
allowing people to vote electronically.  Forms also to be available in 
various locations.  
 

HWP/2025/40  MILLENIUM MONUMENT 
The Events Manager advised that the R&A Committee are happy to review  
costings for the new inscriptions for the 2026 budget.  

 

HWP/2025/41 COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS 2025/26  
Ideas for 2026/27 to be bought to the next meeting, allowing these to be 
proposed in time for next year’s budget.  

 
HWP/2025/42    HERITAGE SECTION ON WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

i) The Events Officer advised that the heritage section of the Town   
Councils website was being reviewed with the view to update, as well 
as the Thatcham History Trail website. 

ii) Setting up a social medial presence such as a Facebook page was 
put forward. It was pointed out that the Historical Society already 
engage in this and perhaps a collaboration with the Council would be 
possible.  This idea to be discussed further. A photo montage game 
was agreed. This will be launched in the ‘historical’ month of May, 
with 1 photo being released every other day.  

 
HWP/2025/43 Any Other Business  

The Mill requires an interpretation plaque on the footpath of the 
Aldermarston side. The Canals and Rivers Trust to be contacted to move 
this forward.  

 
HWP/2025/44 Date of Next Meetings  
 The Events Manager proposed the following dates for the Heritage Working 

Party meetings for 2026: 
Tuesday, 20th January 2026, Tuesday, 21st April 2026 
Time: 19:00 hrs 
Venue: Council Offices, Brownsfiled Road  

  
HWP/2025/45 RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMMITTEE  
 No recommendations were made.  
  
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:10 hrs. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:     Date:                                                       


