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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Meeting of the 
Planning and Highways Committee held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 19:00hrs 
in the Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham   

Present:  	Councillor Simon Pike (Chairman) 
Councillors John Boyd (Vice Chairman), Dave Lunn, Jay Lunn, Petra Pemberton (sub for J Pemberton), Mark Thomas, Val Watts

In attendance: 	Laura Carlin (Town Clerk), Emily Moseley (Place and Projects Manager)

	
	PH/2026/34
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Pemberton and McCann.
 

	PH/2026/35    
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	
	Councillor Pike declared that he has a declaration of interest in item 7 due to being a member of the Council of Partners of North Wessex Downs.

	PH/2026/36 
	MINUTES 

	RESOLVED

	that the Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2026, having been previously circulated, be taken as read, confirmed and signed as an accurate record. 


	PH/2026/37







RESOLVED




RESOLVED






RESOLVED
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
There were three planning applications to discuss on the agenda. 
Firstly, 26/00533/FUL & 26/00534/LBC. The Plough Inn, 81 Chapel Street, Thatcham, RG18 4JS. The retention of the listed building and a single storey rear extension, with living accommodation in the loft to provide 5 residential units, restoration and enhancement to the listed building, car parking, cycle storage, bin storage, ASHPs, amenity space, hard and soft landscaping, and other ancillary works.
OBJECTION - Due to overdevelopment and insufficient parking for visitors.

Secondly, 26/00586/FUL, Play Area, Foxglove Way Thatcham Relocation of children's playground and the erection of a single-storey hydrotherapy and gym facility adjacent to Frank Hutchings Community Hall.
No objections, noting that councillors would like to ensure that parking is adequate for staff as well as visitors.

Thirdly, 26/00066/FULMAJ, 12 -16 Chapel Street, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG18 4QL PROPOSAL: Amendments to the approved plans (condition 2) seek to change the semi-detached dwellings 2x2 bedroom to 2x3 bedrooms. Condition 8 is proposed to be removed. Details have been submitted for Conditions 6, 7, 10 and 11. The description of development has been updated to reflect this
OBJECTION – Due to overdevelopment of the site and removal of condition 8. 


	
 



RESOLVED
PH/2026/30 
	Planning and Highways Committee 
Tuesday 5th May 2026

PLANNING APPLICATION CNTD…
Lastly, 26/00553/FUL 2 Coombe Barns Crookham Common Road Crookham Common Thatcham RG19 8BP Retrospective approval for out building for use as a dog grooming studio.
No objections, as concerns regarding heavy use of road having been allayed.


DECISION NOTICES 
Committee noted Thatcham-related planning decisions published since the last meeting of this Committee, in particular that the HMO on Roman Way 25/02827/FUL has been refused due to overdevelopment of the application site.



PH/2026/31         PLANNING MATTERS  
26/00753/FUL The siting of portacabins as an interim childcare facility, for a maximum period of three years. To be considered at the next meeting.
		ph/2026/32	    northeast thatcham
Councillor Pike gave a summary of a comments on the development of the Masterplan for North East Thatcham. It was proposed that the full report be sent to Full Council for further refinement and confirmation to be submitted at the next Full Council committee meeting on Monday 11th May 2026. It was suggested that a section should be added to the report regarding integrating the development to the existing town. And it was noted that local centres should not affect the viability of the town centre. It was also noted that any community facilities should be ready in advance of residents moving into the development in order to support existing residents.

PH/2026/33         TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT/ HIGHWAYS/ ROAD SAFETY MATTERS 
The Committee noted a future road closure of The Moors (from junction with Chapel Street to Station Road) on 20th – 22nd May. Works will be undertaken with a road closure and completed in three phases. Phase one (Wednesday) will be to remove the existing road surface for the whole site. Phase two (Thursday) we will lay the new surface from the A4 to the Kingsland Centre. Phase three (Friday) we will lay the new surface from the Kingsland Centre to Station Road. Access to the Kingsland Centre will be maintained at all times from one direction. Emergency vehicles will be allowed through the works under site supervision. The contractor will endeavour to provide access to properties but short delays can be expected as works pass vehicle entrances.

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:18hrs. 
 

 
 
Signed: ________________________________________  	Date: ________________ 
