
Thatcham Town Council
Newsletter - Winter 2021

Council surgery
Saturday 4th December, 10am – 
12pm, The Broadway*
Thursday 9th December, 7pm – 8pm, 
on Zoom
Saturday 8th January, 10am – 12pm, 
The Broadway*
*with our partners from Thames Valley 
Police neighbourhood team

All Council meetings are held in 
Thatcham Town Council Chamber at  
7pm unless otherwise stated.

Members of the public are warmly 
invited to attend:
Recreation & Amenities  
Monday 20th December
Planning & Highways 
Tuesday 21st December
Town Centre 
Monday 10th January
Planning & Highways         
Tuesday 11th January
Finance & General Purposes 
Monday 24th January
Full Council 
Monday 31st January

Council Meetings

Climate Change

Council News In Brief

please recycle 
this newsletter

As this newsletter reaches you,  
COP26 has recently ended. This was 
when world leaders gathered in Glasgow 
to thrash out international agreements 
whereby all countries will control their 
greenhouse gas emissions so as to 
keep global warming below a rise of 
1.5oC. Environmentalists, and all who 
care about the future of our planet,  
desperately hope they will be successful. 

Thatcham Town Council is committed to achieving Carbon Zero by 2030, and this 
will require everyone who lives or works in Thatcham to reduce their own emissions. 
There are many ways to do this, and we have distilled them into seven headings: 
save energy, travel wisely, think about food, enjoy nature, use your money where it 
matters, use and waste less, and join in the discussion and action. 

Over the coming months we will provide further details about what these mean and 
what kind of actions residents can take, and how to take advantage of help from 
the Town Council. For instance, under the saving energy heading, the Council is 
purchasing a thermal image camera which will help residents to see where they 
are losing most heat from their properties. Look out for our February newsletter 
dedicated to the environment. 
Councillors Richard Foster and Paul Field,  
Environmental Working Party 

• Planning Tracker launched, making it easier for residents to keep track of  
planning applications in the town. Visit www.thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk and 
click on the Planning Tracker tab.

• New Grounds Maintenance contract to start January ’22. We’re pleased 
to be partnering with Continental Landscapes to provide our grounds main-
tenance service from January. The new contract will see increased litter 
clearance in key areas and the introduction of recycling bins in the town centre, 
making it easier for residents and visitors to recycle their waste.

• Successful Thatcham Festival and Remembrance Parade - the town 
continues to show its support for our events with another successful Thatcham 
Festival in October and the ever popular Remembrance Parade on 14th 
November. Read more on our website.

• Funding provided to Thatcham Litter Pickers for their annual Public Liability 
Insurance.

• We’re working with Thames Valley Police to address anti-social behaviour 
issues in various areas of the town.

• We continue to work with West Berkshire Council, providing feedback on 
enhancements to the A4 active travel route through Thatcham.

We understand not everyone can make 
it to the regular Council Surgery in The 
Broadway so we’re introducing new ways 
to engage. Having attended Thatcham 
Car Boot sale in September, we’re now 
launching a regular online Surgery. 

Join Councillors Paul Field & Mark Lillycrop 
on Thursday 9th December, 7pm - 8pm, 
on Zoom:

Meeting ID: 862 1777 5716
Passcode: 894371



www.thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk

Warming up for Christmas is the weekend 
when Thatcham really starts getting into the 
festive spirit as we count down to Christmas 
with a weekend packed full of festive fun!

We start on Friday 3rd December with The 
Christmas Lights Switch-on. Attractions, 
stalls and entertainment run from 5pm 
‘til 8pm with the big switch on at 7pm.

This year there will be guaranteed snow 
as 2 snow cannons create magical snow-
flakes. We have been told that Santa may 
make a guest appearance to switch on 
the Lights (courtesy of The Lions Club 
of Newbury) alongside The Mayor of 
Thatcham. The on-stage programme kicks 
off from 5.45pm (see opposite for schedule.) 

The occasion is one celebrated by the local 
community and a host of community and 
charity stalls will be out in force offering 
refreshments such as roast chestnuts, hot 
food and drinks to keep us warm, as well 
as festive gifts to stock up for Christmas 
Day and fun games and raffles. There is so 
much on offer with the opportunity to win 
prizes donated by our Town Centre busi-
nesses on the Town Centre treasure hunt, a 
steam engine display and a nativity display 
of animals. As we switch on the lights, 
everybody will have the chance to see our 
30 foot sparkling Christmas Tree, supported 
again by Oakley Green Conservatories. 
Do also wander around and see our other 
decorations, as well as the windows of the 
Town Centre retailers as you get a chance 
to judge the best dressed window display, 
in association with The Newbury Weekly 
News. Visit www.newburytoday.co.uk to 
vote for your favourite window. Many Town 
Centre retailers will be staying open late 
and with free parking from 2pm in the 
Kingland Centre car park, courtesy of West 
Berkshire Council, there is no excuse 
not to start your Christmas shopping! 

Warming up For Christmas 2021
Saturday 4th December is our Festive 
Family Day as we keep the festivities 
going from 10am ‘til 4pm in Thatcham 
Broadway with a host of stage enter-
tainment  (see opposite for schedule.)  

Jollypop Entertainment’s Snow Sisters will 
be singing Disney songs and they will also 
bring along their huggable snowman who 
families can have their photos taken with.

Thatcham Baptist Church will have free arts & 
crafts and there will be a festive petting farm, 
children’s fun fair rides and refreshments.

Thatcham Town Council is funding 
free car-parking all day at the 
Kingsland Centre Carpark to 
support Small Business Saturday.

 

The packed weekend concludes on 
Sunday 5th December with the Great 
Santa Fun Run (organised by Thatcham 
and District Rotary Club) starting at 11.00am 
in Thatcham Broadway, when around 250 
people raise money for charity by running in 
festive Santa attire. For further details google 
Thatcham Rotary and visit their website.

Thatcham “Grinchmas” Market and 
Car Boot Sale takes place at Thatcham 
Memorial Hall and Playing Fields (organ-
ised by Thatcham Memorial Foundation) 
from 10am with an array of stalls, 
entertainment, and special guest The Grinch!

This year, we’ve received funding from the  
Welcome Back Fund that will enhance 
this year’s Christmas activities in the town 
centre. One of these enhancements to  
encourage further visitors into the Town, 
are some additional dates of fun in the 
run up to Christmas. From 11.30am on 
Saturday 11th December  and Saturday 
18th December, come and enjoy our Town 
Band Cold Ash Brass as they play traditional 
carols on The Broadway Green. Be amazed 
by our Festive Stilt Walker then have your 
photo taken by our stunning Christmas 
Tree by our Elf Photographer who will 
provide you with a web link to download 
your photo, completely free of charge!  

Finally, all are very welcome to join the Mayor 
of Thatcham John Boyd at his traditional 
Carol Concert on Sunday 12th December 
from 4pm, at St Mary’s Church. Barfield 
Handbell Ringers and St Mary’s Church 
Choir provide the musical entertainment 
and festive refreshments will be served. 
There will be the opportunity to donate to the 
Mayors nominated charities of Thatcham 
Town Cricket Club and Swings & Smiles.    



Warming up for Christmas Schedule



Contact 
Thatcham 
Town Council
Town Councillors

Who should you contact, Thatcham Town Council or West Berkshire District 
Council? Here’s a helpful reminder of “who does what”:

Each Thatcham Councillor can be con-
tacted by e-mail using the format name.
surname@thatchamtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Report It...

I’m pleased to report that I have been 
kept nice & busy this past season, having 
attended 27 Thatcham Festival events 
alone! Highlights included our brand new 
High Street event- The Big Thatcham Fest 
Off and our Night at the Proms concert 
with Cold Ash Brass and West Berks Rock 
Choir. After the Festival I was delighted to 
“wear pink” for Breast Cancer Awareness 
day, organised by A-Plan Specialist 
Insurance and to speak about Thatcham 
Town Councils environmental policy at 
Newbury’s United Nations Day. My out-
standing memory of the past month is 

Mayor’s News
representing the town at the Remembrance 
Parade. Having been scaled back in 2020, 
it was an emotional sight, seeing the 
streets lined with so many of our residents.                                                                
Cllr John Boyd, Mayor of Thatcham

Spotlight on The Town Council
Thatcham Youth
The Town Council has provided annual funding to Thatcham Youth since 2011 to support 
the club’s mission to provide a variety of activities for the town’s children and young 
people. Last month, we were pleased to confirm further funding through to 2025.
A commitment to provide £7,000 a year, together with Thatcham Youth’s successful 
application for National Lottery Community Foundation funding, secures provision of the 
weekly youth clubs; Vision Youth Club for 7 – 11 year olds and The Zone for 11 – 14+ 
year olds held at Moorside Community Centre, and the monthly Roller Disco at Kennet 
Leisure Centre, together with school holiday activities. Providing security and confidence 
to expand and further develop their support for young people.
Over the coming months Thatcham Youth will develop their support groups focusing on 
mental health and resilience skills, as well as Thatcham Youth Committee – a project 
to give young people a voice in youth provision. The group also aspires to provide free 
music tutoring, outreach/detached youth work and life support/first aid skills.
The future looks exciting for Thatcham Youth and we’re proud to support their success.

More information about Thatcham Youth activities can be found at: www.thatchamyouth.org.uk

Have you seen something that needs 
reporting that we haven’t spotted yet? 
It’s easy to let us know about things like 
broken glass, dog fouling and litter using 
the “Report It” page on our website.

Or call the Council Offices on 01635 
863592, message us on 07503 
634761 or visit a Council Surgery. 

To report  a problem to West 
B e r k s h i r e  C o u n c i l  v i s i t : 

www.westberks.gov.uk/reportaproblem

Thatcham Town Council
• London Road Cemetery
• Henleys Allotments
• Frank Hutchings Community Hall
• Burdwood Community Centre
• Play Areas & Recreation Grounds
• Friday Market
• Broadway public toilets
• Community Events
• Grit Bins

Who’s Who

West Berkshire Council
• Highways – Roads, Transport & Parking
• Waste – Rubbish & Recycling
• Planning & Building Control
• Care & Housing
• Tax & Benefits
• Consumer & Environmental Protection
• Leisure, Parks & Countryside
• Schools, Learning & Libraries
• Business & Jobs

Thatcham Colthrop & Crookham
Steve Ardagh-Walter DD 07790 932545
John Boyd, Mayor 07853 151871
Richard Foster 07803 203292

Thatcham West 
Jeff Brooks DD  Deputy Mayor
Mark Lillycrop 07717 858284
David Lister, Leader
Simon Pike 07787 154070
Keith Woodhams DD

Thatcham North East
Mike Cole 01635 869893
Jeremy Cottam DD 01635 871733
Lourdes Cottam 01635 871733
Lee Dillon DD 07393 288712
Christine Rice

Thatcham Central
Ellen Crumly
Richard Crumly 01635 867283
Paul Field
Owen Jeffery DD Deputy Leader 07968 251370
Jennifer Walker
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