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Matters Arising 
 
On the P&H meeting, held on the 3rd August, a statement was made by Bryan Lyttle that 
states the following relating to me (Councillor Lister) in my absence: 
  
“Councillor Lister had a response to every one of his questions. There are a number of 
questions that are repeated, repeated, repeated, by various people. I understand what David 
Lister is saying. The issues that he raises are sometimes totally contradictory to each other. 
For example,  he raises the issue of net zero carbon but doesn't accept we are going to 
change from a fossil fuel based economy and we can't have the two. If we are going for net 
zero carbon there has to be fundamental changes in the transport system. " 
  
Parts of this statement by Bryan were accurately reported by the NWN on the 5th August 
under the story “Councillors have been ignored”. However, the statements made by Bryan 
do not represent my views and are incorrect for several reasons. 
  

1. He asserts that I do not accept the need to change from a fossil fuel economy.  This is 
a false assertion and does not represent my views. The truth is very much the opposite 
as I believe we need to accelerate the change from fossil fuels.  
  

2. He asserts that my questions to the live ‘AskHilary’ session on Thatcham NE are 
“totally contradictory”. He has explained to me via Email that this is because I have 
asked questions regards traffic growth whilst supporting the Town Council position on 
its transition to net zero carbon. My position is that this is not contradictory as the 
Department of Transport project traffic growth to the year 2050 under all scenarios - 
including the transition to zero emission vehicles. Therefore, it is essential that 
Planning account for traffic growth in addition to the traffic increase from 2,500 new 
houses and does not assume that a transition to net zero carbon results in the 
reduction of car usage. 
  

3. He implies that my questions, submitted in writing in advance to the AskHilary session, 
were repeats of others. I had no visibility of others’ questions at the time of my 
submission which were provided in advance of the meeting, as requested. At the live 
event I was told that my questions would not be addressed on the evening.  My 
questions were finally answered on the 21st May which is 11 weeks after the live 
event, when I was the last person to receive a written response to questions raised. 

 
 
Councillor David Lister 
12th August 2021 


