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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of  
Thatcham Town Council 

held on Monday 31st January 2022 at 7pm 
in the Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 

 

Present:   Councillor John Boyd (Mayor) 
Councillors Jeff Brooks, Jeremy Cottam, Ellen Crumly, Richard Crumly,  
Lee Dillon, Paul Field, Richard Foster, Owen Jeffery, Mark Lillycrop, David Lister,  
Simon Pike, Christine Rice and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance:  Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 

3 members of public 
 1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 
In attendance Eric Owens (Service Director, Development & Regulation, West Berkshire 
Remotely, via  Council) 
video link: Bryan Lyttle (Planning Policy Manager, West Berkshire Council) 
 
 

Prior to commencement of the formal business, the Mayor read the following statement: 
 

“The Council is aware of a number of asylum seekers being housed temporarily in the Regency 
Park Hotel and the Council is intending to liaise with the new managers there to establish what we, 

as the Council and Community Leaders, can do to make their stay more comfortable and make 
them welcome to Thatcham and the District. At this stage we understand that Clear Springs, who 

are managing the hotel, are not accepting offers for support for either food or donations but we will 
communicate with them on this issue and update our residents as soon as we are able to.” 

 
 
FULL/2022/001 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, 
Mike Cole, Lourdes Cottam and Jennifer Walker. 
     

FULL/2022/002 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
FULL/2022/003 LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 
RESOLVED to allow members of the public to address Council 
  

Mr Lyttle advised that the Local Plan review was progressing to Regulation 19 
stage. Following presentation to a full meeting of West Berkshire Council it would 
then be presented for public consultation, after which feedback would be 
reviewed before submission to the Planning Inspector along with supporting 
documentation. 
 
Since the last update more work had been carried out on the transport modelling, 
inline with Natural England’s requirement on air quality and pollution, and this 
work was due to finish at the end of April. More modelling had been carried out 
regarding the impact of the proposed NE Thatcham development, relating to the 
internal road distribution.  
 
There had also been a further call for sites for employment land, these currently 
being assessed. 
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Full Council 
31st January 2022 
 
FULL/2022/003 LOCAL PLAN UPDATE continued 

Paragraph 22 of the National Planning Policy Framework published in July 2021 
now required areas where significant urban extensions were proposed, to have 
longer term visions of 30 years rather than the normal 15-years. A consultant had 
been appointed and during February and March would be undertaking an 
extensive consultation on what a 30-year vision would look like for Thatcham and 
Newbury [re Sandleford Park]. The Town Council, community groups and general 
public would be contacted. Exact details of the consultation still to be worked out 
but Mr Lyttle would inform the Town Council in due course. 
 
Members asked Mr Lyttle the following questions: 
Q: When can this Council expect feedback on its response to the Regulation 18 
consultation? 
A: Responses are available on the West Berkshire Council feedback portal. A 
report, approved by the Planning Advisory Group, will be published at the 
Regulation 19 stage, or sooner if available.  
 
Q: The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) was not published as part of the 
Regulation 18 consultation. A draft was published in summer 2021 and only 
addressed some aspects of the proposed NE Thatcham development, and not 
for the whole town. When will the IDP be brought up to date and what will the 
consultation process be? 
A: IDP currently being updated ready for Regulation 19 and will be published at 
the same time as Regulation 19, with the same timescale to respond. 
 
Q: The IDP for the proposed Siegecross Farm development included a need for 
the distribution road to be upgraded, why is was not a requirement for the 
proposed NE Thatcham development? 
A: There are two levels of test to satisfy in relation to highways, one overall test 
for the Local Plan and a more detailed test for the delivery of any proposed 
development associated with that Plan. It’s understood that NE Thatcham has 
met the higher-level test [a test of soundness] and Highways colleagues are 
looking at mitigation works required. 
 
Q: Is West Berkshire Council happy to stand by the assumptions made in the 
Thatcham Strategic Growth Study? 
A: Yes, but additional work has to be done. Whole plan viability work is going on 
with independent viability consultants. 
 
Q: Does potential development at Walnut Close and the Library site come into 
the Plan? 
A: Not part of the Local Plan at this stage but may be part of the 30-year vision. 
 
Q: What has to be done to get a purpose-built secondary school as part of the 
proposed NE Thatcham development? 
A: A site for a new secondary school is included in the proposed NE Thatcham 
development. The Local Plan is about land use, colleagues in education deal with 
secondary school provision. 
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Full Council 
31st January 2022 

 
FULL/2022/003 LOCAL PLAN UPDATE continued 

Q: A strategic and comprehensive vision for the town hasn’t been fleshed out yet, 
which could signpost a better collective use for the NE Thatcham site. How can 
the Town Council be involved, apart from at Regulation 19 stage, as the 
opportunity to influence positive change will be limited? A Parish Planning 
Advisory Group could provide such opportunity. 
A: Will take the request for a Parish PAG to the Portfolio Holder and will provide 
details of the terms of reference for the vision consultants along with the 
proposed consultation process. 
 
Q: A travel plan that would assess the concerns of residents. particularly relating 
to the area of the railway, was referenced last year, when will this be completed? 
A: Transport colleagues would have to answer this question. 
 
Q: The minimum consultation period for Regulation 19 is six weeks, with no 
maximum period. Given the level of new material to be published at Regulation 
19, would West Berkshire Council consider providing a longer consultation 
period? 
A: To be advised, Members have the ability to increase or decrease an Officer’s 
recommendation on the consultation period. Council papers are published ahead 
of Council meetings, therefore Regulation 19 papers likely to be available at least 
2 weeks ahead of formal commencement of the consultation. 
 
Members thanked Mr Owens and Mr Lyttle for attending and they left the meeting 

 
RESOLVED to write to the Portfolio Holder officially requesting a Parish Planning Advisory 

Group. 
 
FULL/2022/004 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 No public questions had been received. 
 
FULL/2022/005 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 29th November 2021, having been 

previously circulated, be signed as a correct record of the proceedings. 
 
FULL/2022/006 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2022/23 

a) Members considered a draft budget for the financial year 2022/23, 
recommended to Council by the Finance and General Purposes Working 
Party following its meeting on 24th January 2022. The draft budget reflected a 
precept of £810,015, resulting from a 4.8% increase in the Council Tax Band 
D equivalent, increasing from £83.88 per annum in 2021/22 to £87.90 per 
annum in 2022/23.  
Members recorded thanks to Councillor Cole and Officers for preparation of 
the draft budget. 

RESOLVED to adopt the draft budget and that a precept of £810,015 be issued in accordance 
with the requirements of Section 150 (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 to 
meet the expenditure as set out in the budget. 
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Full Council 
31st January 2022 
 
FULL/2022/006 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2022/23 continued 

b) Members considered a recommendation from the Finance and General 
Purposes Working Party following its meeting on 24th January 2022, regarding 
a number of movements of Reserves, as detailed in the Responsible Financial 
Officer’s report. 

RESOLVED to approve the movement of Reserves as set out in the Responsible Financial 
Officer’s report. 

 
FULL/2022/007 POLICIES 

Members considered a recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes 
Working Party following its meeting on 24th January 2022, that the following draft 
Policies, prepared by the Responsible Financial Officer, be adopted: 
i. General Reserves Policy 2022/23. 
ii. Earmarked Reserves Policy 2022/23. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Polices, as presented. 
 
FULL/2022/008 REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR   

a) Mayor’s Report 
The Mayor reported that during the period 30th November 2021 to date he 
had attended several Christmas services and concerts in the town and 
surrounding area, Hong Kong Migrants Party, Greenham Memorial Service, 
as well as the Town Council’s Warming Up For Christmas festive weekend 
and the Mayor’s own Civic Carol Service. 

 
b) Deputy Mayor’s Report 

The Deputy Mayor reported that he had attended a tree dedication by the 
Royal British Legion Riders, Holocaust Memorial Day in Newbury, the Town 
Council’s Christmas Lights switch-on and the Mayor’s Civic Carol Service. As 
well as assisting the Mayor in the town centre Best Dressed Window 
competition. 

 
FULL/2022/009 APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following Committee Minutes were presented for adoption: 
a) Finance and General Purposes Committee Minutes dated 7th December 
2021. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Minutes. 
 

b) Planning and Highways Committee Minutes dated 30th November 2021. 
RESOLVED to adopt the Minutes. 

FULL/2022/010 COMMITTEE VACANCY 

Following notification at the last meeting that Councillor Field wished to step 
down from some Committees (FULL/2021/112), Council considered the vacancy 
on the Planning & Highways Committee carried forward from the last meeting. 

RESOLVED that, as there were no offers to fill the vacancy, to reduce the Committee 
membership from 9 to 8. 
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Full Council 
31st January 2022 
 
FULL/2022/011 RETURNING TO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 

Following a temporary return to meeting via video conferencing in December 
2021, in the wake of an increase in local covid cases, Council considered 
whether Committees should continue meeting as Working Parties via Zoom, with 
decisions made through delegated authority, or to return to meeting as 
Committees, in-person in the Council Chamber. 

RESOLVED that, due to the continued decline in covid, Committees would continue to meet 
online as Working Parties until the end of February 2022 and that authority be 
delegated to the Mayor, Leader and their Deputies to review at the end of 
February with a view to returning to meeting in-person. 

FULL/2022/012 WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCIL BUDGET BRIEFING 
Members were advised that, as part of its actions to improve relationships with 
parish and town councils, West Berkshire Council was hosting a briefing session 
on its proposed budget for 2022/23, hosted by Councillor Ross Mackinnon, 
Executive Portfolio Holder for Finance and Economic Development, and Joseph 
Holmes, Executive Director for Resources. 
The online session for all town and parish Chairman, Councillors and Clerks 
would give an overview of the proposed budget and gather feedback which would 
be summarised and fed into the district council’s Full Council meeting on the 3rd 
March 2022, where the budget would be set. 
The briefing would be held on Wednesday 16th February 2022 from 12.00-
12.30pm and the Town Clerk had provided the Zoom link to all Members. 

  
FULL/2022/013 OPEN LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF NALC 
 Members noted an open letter to all Councillors from the new Chairman of the 

National Association of Local Councils (NALC), Councillor Keith Stevens. 
 
FULL/2022/014 REPORTS 

(a)  Reports from Thatcham Town Councillors and West Berkshire District 
Councillors on Council Surgeries 
Members noted the following Council Surgery reports: 
 
(i) from Councillors J Cottam and R Crumly who were present at Council 

Surgery at the “Warming Up For Christmas” event in The Broadway on 
Saturday 4th December 2021; 

 
(ii) from Councillors Field and Lillycrop who conducted the inaugural online 

Council Surgery on Thursday 9th December 2021; and  
 
(iii) from Councillors Brooks and Field who were present at Council Surgery 

in The Broadway on Saturday 8th January 2022. 
 

(b) Reports from West Berkshire District Councillors 
The following reports from West Berkshire District Councillors were noted: 
 
Councillor Jeffery reported that there were concerns over the logistics of 
proposals to locate a new football pitch at Newbury Rugby Club. 
Councillor Jeffery reported concern at the slow pace of the “green agenda” 
within West Berkshire Council and that the newly installed electric vehicle 
charging points did not have dedicated electric vehicle parking spaces and 
therefore often had non-electric vehicles parked in them. 
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Full Council 
31st January 2022 
 
FULL/2022/014 REPORTS continued 

(b) Reports from West Berkshire District Councillors continued 
Councillor Dillon reported that there were some engineering issues regarding 
the turning circle of the proposal to close part of Lawrences’ Lane to 
vehicles.  
Councillor Dillon also raised concern at Kennet Leisure Centre being closed 
for maintenance issues. Councillor J Cottam advised that a date for 
reopening had recently been announced.  
 

(c)  Reports by Town Council Appointees to Outside Bodies 
 There was nothing new to report. 

 
 
There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.46pm. 
 
 

 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________ 


