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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of  
Thatcham Town Council 

held on Monday 27th September 2021 at 7pm 
in the Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 

 

Present:   Councillor John Boyd (Mayor) 
Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, Jeff Brooks, Mike Cole, Richard Crumly,  
Paul Field, Richard Foster, Owen Jeffery, Mark Lillycrop, David Lister,  
Simon Pike, Christine Rice, Jennifer Walker and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance:  Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 

1 local resident 
 1 Member of the Press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 
In attendance Eric Owens (Service Director, Development & Regulation, West Berkshire 
remotely:  Council) 
 Bryan Lyttle (Planning Policy Manager, West Berkshire Council) 

Tom Martin (Quatro) 
 

 
FULL/2021/83 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jeremy Cottam,  
Lourdes Cottam and Ellen Crumly. 
     

FULL/2021/84 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Having been aware of the topic of the questions raised by a member of public, 

Councillor Pike declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item number 3 
(FULL/2021/85) as a resident of Henwick Lane. 
 

FULL/2021/85 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 Councillor Walker joined the meeting during this item 
 A number of questions had been received from a member of public and were 

addressed at the meeting by Councillor Pike (as detailed in appendix 1 to these 
Minutes). 

 
 The local resident left the meeting 
 
FULL/2021/86 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2021, having been previously 

circulated, be signed as a correct record of the proceedings. 
 
FULL/2021/87 LOCAL PLAN 
RESOLVED to allow members of public to address Council 
 

The Mayor welcomed Eric Owens and Bryan Lyttle to the meeting, Mr Owens 
introduced himself, having recently been recruited to the post. 

Mr Lyttle advised that following publication of a revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) over the summer, West Berkshire Council had sought legal 
opinion on, in particular, paragraph 22, resulting in delay to the Local Plan whilst 
clarification was awaited on government’s intentions.  
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FULL/2021/87 LOCAL PLAN continued 
Other Councils had also been affected. Mr Lyttle confirmed that West Berkshire 
Council’s current housing delivery was at 109% and it had 7.2 years of land 
supply. 

  
 Councillor Brooks enquired whether West Berkshire Council was in a position to 

resist opportunistic applications for development and Mr Lyttle confirmed that, if 
in line with policies, this was, technically, part of the windfall allowance. 

 
 Councillor Lister sought clarification on when the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

would be published and Mr Lyttle confirmed that this had been cleared for 
publication, hopefully, that week and it outlined significant demand for 
infrastructure. 

 
Councillor Pike enquired how much of the Local Plan required reconsideration as 
a result of changes to the NPPF and whether this would result in another 
Regulation 18 consultation. Mr Lyttle advised that the changes were significant 
enough to require assessment of their effect on the Local Plan and that it was 
unknown at this time whether there would be another Regulation 18 consultation. 

Councillors thanked Mr Owens and Mr Lyttle for attending and for their input and 
they left the meeting, along with Mr Martin 

FULL/2021/88 REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR   
a) Mayor’s Report 

The Mayor reported that during the period 26th July 2021 to date he had 
attended a covid memorial unveiling at West Berkshire Crematorium, visited 
West Berkshire Therapy Centre, raised money for his chosen charities with a 
bake sale at the Town Council’s Fun On The Broadway event, attended a  
presentation to Mr Iain Dunn as he retired as Chairman of Thatcham Flood 
Forum, the High Sheriff’s Summer Reception, and represented Thatcham at 
the Town Council’s Right Royal Market event. He had also been interviewed 
by Kennet Radio and attended HomeStart West Berkshire’s AGM . 
 

b) Deputy Mayor’s Report 
The Deputy Mayor reported that he had attended a Skate Fest at the skate 
park, organised by the Town Council’s youth partner, RMD Adventure 
Learning and a 40-year anniversary event for Greenham Peace Camp. 

 
FULL/2021/89 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES 

WORKING PARTY 

Members considered the following recommendation from the Recreation and 
Amenities Working Party, arising from its meeting on 20th September 2021: 

 
RAWP/2021/49 - PLAY PARK REPAIRS  
i. That £11,500 be vired from the General Fund Working Balance to the play 

area maintenance budget, to carry out essential remedial repairs arising from 
the annual play park inspection (£8,495.74) and to provide an additional 
allowance of £3,000 for future essential play park repairs to the end of the 
2021/22 financial year.  
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27th September 2021 
 
FULL/2021/89 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE RECREATION AND AMENITIES 

WORKING PARTY continued 
 
ii. That expenditure of £10,946.90 be approved for replacement of the toddler 

climbing unit at Dunstan Green Play Area (repair cost £5,169.92), funded from 
the Recreation Development Fund. 

RESOLVED to agree to the two expenditures, as outlined above. 
 
FULL/2021/90 RETURNING TO IN-PERSON MEETINGS 

i. Having adopted a temporary means of continuing Council business (through 
Working Parties and delegated authority) at the Full Council meeting on 5th 
May 2021 (FULL/2021/48(a)), and following further consideration and 
subsequently deferred at the last meeting (FULL/2021/78i), Members gave 
further consideration, along with a recommendation from the Town Clerk that 
Committees return to meeting in-person. 

RESOLVED that Committees return to meeting in-person from 1st October 2021, with the 
proviso that meetings return to online should the need arise and that this be kept 
under stringent review. 

 
ii. Members considered quotations for the upgrade and installation of IT 

infrastructure in the Council Chamber to accommodate hybrid meetings, 
allowing guests to join meetings remotely. The infrastructure would also 
facilitate the recording [and future live streaming] of Council meetings. This 
proposal was recommended to Council by the Community Engagement 
Working Party. The Working Party also recommended that, if Council pursued 
installation of such infrastructure, that the equipment be made available to 
organisations as part of hire of the Council Chamber for meetings etc. 

RESOLVED to appoint Scion Communications to supply and install Logitech Rally Plus 
equipment in the Council Chamber at a cost of £4,750 and to support the 
Community Engagement Working Party’s recommendation that this equipment 
be made available for use by other organisations. 

 
iii. Members considered the following recommendations from the Community 

Engagement Working Party: 

• That publication of recordings [and future live streaming] of Council meetings 
be pursued, to provide openness and transparency to Council business; and 

• That Committee Chairmen record a summary of each meeting, for publication 
for those not willing/able to view the recording of an entire meeting. 

Some concerns were raised with recording summaries of meetings and 
alternative options were briefly discussed, such as providing a summary of items 
by time in the comments on the uploaded recording. 

RESOLVED (i) to agree that recordings of Council meetings be published, and (ii) to refer the 
recommendation that Committee Chairmen record a summary of each meeting 
back to the Community Engagement Working Party to consider alternative 
options, taking into account views expressed at the meeting. 

 
RESOLVED to record thanks to the Community Engagement Working Party for its work. 
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FULL/2021/91 MEMBER / OFFICER PROTOCOL 
Members considered a draft Member / Officer Protocol, prepared by the Policy 
Review Working Party. Councillor Brooks requested that paragraph 14.10 be 
amended to state “Town Council” email, and to change “monitor” to “review” and 
suggested a “disclaimer” that Town Clerk shall also mean Deputy Town Clerk be 
included. 

RESOLVED to refer this item back to the Policy Review Working Party to consider the 
feedback provided. 

 
FULL/2021/92 EXTERNAL ORGANISATION APPOINTMENT 

Members considered a request from the Volunteer Centre West Berkshire to 
appoint a representative to join a steering group for the establishment of a new 
transport demand service for Newbury and Thatcham residents.  

RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Jeffery to the Volunteer Centre West Berkshire Steering 
Group as representative of the Town Council. 

FULL/2021/93 CONCLUSION OF EXTERNAL AUDIT 2020/21 
Members received the External Auditor’s Report for the year ended 31st March 
2021, which concluded that, on the basis of their review of Sections 1 and 2 of 
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in their opinion the 
information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR was in accordance with proper 
practices and no other matters had come to their attention giving cause for 
concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met.  
A notice of conclusion of audit was published on 14th September 2021. 

RESOLVED to note this information. 
 
FULL/2021/94 UPDATE ON DELIVERY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN 

 Councillor Foster, as Chairman of the Environmental Working Party, provided a 
verbal update on delivery of the Environmental Action Plan, highlighting the 7 
principles, being; Join In, Save Energy, Travel Wisely, Think About Food, Enjoy 
Nature, Your Money Matters and Use & Waste Less. 

 
FULL/2021/95 COUNCIL CHAMPIONS FOR COUNCIL STRATEGY 

Members considered appointment of “Council Champions” to work with Officers 
to progress the Council Strategy (adopted at the last meeting of Council). 

RESOLVED to appoint “Council Champions” as follows: 

• Community  Councillor Jeff Brooks 

• Young People  Councillor Jennifer Walker 

• Facilities  Councillor Owen Jeffery 

• Local Infrastructure Councillor Simon Pike 

• Environment  Councillors Field [existing] and Foster 

• Local Business Councillor Mike Cole 

• Heritage  Councillor Mark Lillycrop 

• Profile   Councillor John Boyd 
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FULL/2021/96 COUNCIL SURGERY 

i. Councillors Field and Lister provided a verbal report on the inaugural outreach 
Council Surgery, held on Sunday 19th September 2021 at Thatcham Memorial 
Playing Field, during the regular car boot sale, advising that it had been a 
good opportunity to interact with more people and a valuable complement to 
Surgeries held in The Broadway. Flexibility to respond to adverse weather 
needed to be considered when promoting Surgeries. 

 
Councillor Walker left the meeting during the following item 
 

ii. Members considered draft proposed additional Council Surgeries, to 
complement the existing monthly surgery in The Broadway, prepared and 
recommended by the Community Engagement Working Party. 

Concern was raised at committing to two Surgeries each month. 
RESOLVED to refer the Council Surgery timetable back to the Community Engagement 

Working Party to review, taking into account Members’ feedback. 
 
 With the time approaching 9pm, in accordance with Standing Order 6.3.10 it 

was… 
RESOLVED to extend the meeting beyond 9pm. 
 
FULL/2021/97 REPORTS 

(a)  Reports from Thatcham Town Councillors and West Berkshire District 
Councillors on Council Surgeries 
Members noted a report from Councillors Ardagh-Walter and Lister who were 
present at Council Surgery on 7th August 2021 and Councillors Jeffery and 
Walker who were present at Council Surgery on 4th September 2021. 
 

(b) Reports from West Berkshire District Councillors 
The following report from West Berkshire District Councillors was noted: 
 
Councillor Jeffery expressed concern that he and some other District 
Councillors had been denied access to attend West Berkshire Council 
meetings on health & safety grounds implemented as Covid-19 control 
measures and requested that Councillor Ardagh-Walter take this matter up, 
as a Member of the Executive. 
 

(c)  Reports by Town Council Appointees to Outside Bodies 
 There was nothing new to report. 

 
FULL/2021/98 READIBUS 

Members noted the following message from ReadiBus, following award of a grant 
of £1,000 towards the provision of the ReadiBus service for people with restricted 
mobility in the wider Newbury/Thatcham area of West Berkshire over the next 
year (FULL/2021/66): 
“On behalf of the ReadiBus Board of Trustees and our users in Thatcham, I am 
writing to thank you very warmly indeed for your recent donation of £1000 to 
ReadiBus’ Project on the Good Exchange from your Community Grant fund. This 
will allow us to continue to operate the service for two days a week until March 
2022 and will enable our users to continue to travel, live independently and enjoy 
life.” 
Prof. Sophie Bowlby 
Chair of the Board of ReadiBus Trustees 
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27th September 2021 

 
FULL/2021/99 NEW GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  

The Town Clerk provided an overview of revisions to the new grounds’ 
maintenance contract, due to commence January 2022, which included 
increased litter clearance in key areas. 

 
FULL/2021/100 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
RESOLVED that in view of the commercially sensitive nature of the business to be transacted, 

it was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily 
excluded and they be instructed to withdraw. 

 
 1 member of the press left the meeting 
 
FULL/2021/101 NEW GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT TENDERS 

Members considered a recommendation from the Grounds’ Maintenance 
Contract Review Working Party, supported by the Recreation and Amenities 
Working Party, regarding award of the new grounds’ maintenance contract, due 
to commence January 2022. 

RESOLVED to award the new grounds maintenance contract, effective from January 2022, to 
Continental Landscapes, for a period of 3 years at an annual cost of £95,513.03. 

 Councillor Ardagh-Walter abstained from voting 
 
 
There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
 
 

 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
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Appendix 1 

 

Questions to Full Council – 27th September 2021 

Introductory Statement by Councillor Simon Pike, Chairman of Planning and Highways: 

In answering these questions, I will start with an update. Last week, the Town Council was 

informed by West Berkshire Council that the planning application for artificial sports pitches 

at Henwick Worthy has been amended to delete the full size artificial pitch. The Planning and 

Highways Committee will consider the amended application at its meeting on 19th October. 

Could Councillors please advise which entity is the proper body to make a planning 

application in respect of the Henwick Worthy playing fields? Legally is the Hockey 

Club entitled to make this planning application? 

Answer by Councillor Simon Pike, Chairman of Planning and Highways: 

Any person is legally entitled to make a planning application, even if they have no legal 

interest in the land or property. 

In this case, the Henwick Worthy Joint Management Committee agreed that the Hockey 

Club should submit the planning application, as it would be funding the construction of the 

half hockey pitch. 

Given the Application was validated by West Berkshire Council Planning Department 

in 5 August, do Councillors consider that considering the application at a meeting 12 

days later gave residents sufficient time to become aware of the application and make 

representations to the Planning & Highways working party? It should be noted that 

residents were only made aware of the application by the orange planning application 

notices neither of which were visible from the east-west part of Henwick Lane closest to the 

proposed new pitch. 

Answer by Councillor Simon Pike, Chairman of Planning and Highways: 

The timetable for a Local Authority to consider a planning application is defined in legislation. 

In order to meet this timetable, Town and Parish Councils are asked to provide their 

comments to West Berkshire Council within three weeks. The Planning and Highways 

Committee meets every three weeks. The applications to be considered are listed in the 

agenda, which must be finalized three clear days before the meeting – which is usually the 

previous Wednesday. Therefore, even with this schedule, some comments must inevitably 

be submitted later than requested. 

We understand that it is difficult for residents to find planning applications on the planning 

portal of West Berkshire Council. We have therefore decided to add a function to the Town 

Council website that marks the location of current planning applications on a map, and 

enables residents to be notified of new applications within Thatcham. We expect this 

function to ‘go live’ within a few weeks. 



Are Councillors aware that Sports England has objected to the application? To quote 

from Sports England's objection email: "The application submitted is extremely poor. There 

is no business plan which is a requirement for an AGP, no usage plan, no sports lighting 

detail. The strategic need has not been properly justified. The applicants understanding of 

the proposed AGPs surface is poor. What is shown on drawing D18-012/VW/CS0001.01 is a 

hockey surface." 

The Hockey Club undertook a public consultation exercise in respect of this proposal. 

Do Councillors consider this "extremely poor" application adequately responds to the 

issues raised by residents during this consultation? Eg the application includes no 

independent studies of the lighting or noise implications of the pitches taking into account the 

proximity of them to residents? 

Answer by Councillor Simon Pike, Chairman of Planning and Highways: 

At the time that Planning and Highways Committee considered this planning application, 

Sport England had only submitted an acknowledgement. I have myself read the response 

that it subsequently submitted, and the representations of objection and support. 

The objection by Sport England relates to the impact of the proposed artificial pitches on the 

sporting use of the Henwick Worthy Sports Ground – and were more serious for the full 

artificial pitch to the west of the current artificial pitch. On the other hand, the objections 

largely related to the impact of the proposed half pitch on the surrounding neighbourhood. 

Planning applications for major developments generally are accompanied by numerous 

studies of environmental factors. However, this is the first planning application that I have 

been called on to consider for a sports facility. I am therefore not in a position to say whether 

the information provided by the Hockey Club meets the expectations of a planning authority 

or whether, for example, additional information would be requested by the authority if 

needed before determination of the application. 

Sport England recommends “that a masterplan for the site is created which addresses the 

needs of all the sports on site as far as possible”. This seems to be a good way forward. 

It is worth noting that the construction of any artificial pitch will in any case require the 

approval of the Henwick Worthy Joint Management Committee. Bookings for the proposed 

new artificial pitches would be managed by West Berkshire Council in the same way as all 

other pitches at Henwick Worthy. 

The minutes of the Council's Recreation & Amenities Committee on 21 June 2021 

included the following: 

"RAWP/2021/20 NEWBURY AND THATCHAM HOCKEY CLUB Members received and 

noted an update report from Newbury and Thatcham Hockey Club regarding their 

upgrade project at Henwick Worthy Sports Ground. Members would receive a further 

update once planning permission was granted." 

Do Councillors agree the words "once planning permission was granted" fairly reflect 

the discussion of the update at that meeting?" 

Answer by Councillor Simon Pike on behalf of Councillor Jeremy Cottam, Chairman of 

Recreation and Amenities Committee: 

This wording is intended to indicate that the Recreation and Amenities Committee did not 

expect to need to consider the artificial pitch project again until the Hockey Club intended to 

start implementation of the half pitch – which would not be before planning permission had 



been granted. Matters relating to the planning application are within the remit of Planning 

and Highways Committee.  

The use of the word “once” does not imply any presumption about the outcome of the 

current or any possible future planning application. 

Are Councillors willing to meet with residents to understand in more detail their 

objections to this application? 

Answer by Councillor Simon Pike, Ward Member for Thatcham West: 

The objections by residents to this application are set out forcefully in the representations to 

West Berkshire Council. 

I would be happy to meet with residents, and I believe that other Ward Councillors would too. 

Perhaps the next step could be for residents to attend the meeting of Planning and 

Highways Committee on 19th October when it considers the amended application. 
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